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fŰƣƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШÂƨƖƓŸƚĲ 
¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ όC9a!ύ ŘŜŬƴŜǎ 

ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ŀǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ōȅ 

ƭŜǎǎŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ  aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǝƻƴ ƴƻǿ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ όŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǊƛǎƪΣ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǊƛǎƪΣ ƛƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

ǊƛǎƪύΦέ     

tǊŜŘƛŎǝƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

ƛǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘΦ  bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀǘ ŀƴȅǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅǇƭŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘΦ  aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ 

Ǌƛǎƪǎ ōȅ ƭŜǎǎŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ   

¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нллл όtǳōƭƛŎ [ŀǿ млсπофлύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀǘŜΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ 

ǇǊŜπ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘπ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нллл ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘ ¢Φ {ǘŀũƻǊŘ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ wŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ !Ŏǘ ōȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻƴπƎƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ   

Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нлллΣ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ²ŜǎǎƻƴΣ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

/ƻǇƛŀƘπ[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ нлнмΦ   

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǝƴƎ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ 

ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нлллΦ  

¢ƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ tƭŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜǎΥ 

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ  

¶ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ  

¶ 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŬƭƭ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 

ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǊƛǎƪǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƪ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǝƻƴ т ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

Mitigation 
Planning

Managing 
Risks

Lowering 
Costs
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Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ 

aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нлллΦ  
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tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƳǳƭǝπƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳǝƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΤ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿŀǎ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΤ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 

Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƛƴ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ŜŎǝƻƴ онн ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀũƻǊŘ !ŎǘΣ ŀǎ 

ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нллл ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ C9a!Φ  

¢ƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ рπȅŜŀǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнрΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ 

ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƳǳƭǝπƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ 

ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǎƻƴΣ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǇƛŀƘ 

[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǝπƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ нлнмΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǝǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aǳƭǝπWǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴŀƭ IŀȊŀǊŘ 

aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΦ  

 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ /at55 ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ нлнр ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /at55 ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΦ  

hƴŎŜ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ /at55 ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎƛȄ όсύ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘŜǇǎΦ   

9ŀŎƘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ 

ƛƴ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŀǎƪΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǝƳŜƭƛƴŜΥ 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ 

 

Community 
Assessment

Risk-
Vulnerability 
Assessment

Mitigation 
Strategy

Plan 
Development

Approval and 
Adoption

July 2025 August 2025 December 2025 January 2026 March ð June 2026 

Stakeholder / Public Involvement 
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Task 1: 
Mitigation
Council

Å Engage local leadership

Å Establish a Mitigation Council

Å Develop and Implement  Outreach Strategy

Å Develop a Project Timeline

Task 2:  
Community 
Assessment

Å Review Existing Plans and Policies

Å Develop Community Profiles

Å Indentify Critical Facilities

Å Identify Copiah County's Capabilities

Å Identify Participation in the National Flood Insurance Program

Task 3: Risk / 
Vulnerability 
Assessment

ÅIdentify Hazards

ÅDevelop Hazard Profiles

ÅIdentify Community Assets

ÅAnalyze Risks to Determine Individual Vulnerabilities

ÅSummarize Copiah County's Overall Vulnerabilities

Task 4: Goals 
and Objectives

Å Develop Long-Term Outcomes Through Goal Statements

Å Develop Specific Objectives for Each Long-Term Goal

Task 5: 
Mitigation 
Strategy

Å Document Implementation Progress from Previous Plan

Å Indentify an Action Plan Specific to the Community

Task 6: Review, 
Approval, 
Adoption

Å Draft Plan Review

Å Amend Draft

Å Final Plan Review

Å Plan Adoption
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¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ όуύ ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ  ! ōǊƛŜŦ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 

ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΥ 

{ŜŎǝƻƴ м LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΥ  ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

  

{ŜŎǝƻƴ н tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳǝƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΤ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΤ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ 

  

{ŜŎǝƻƴ о /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǊƻŬƭŜΥ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǩƴƎΣ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴΣ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎΦ   

 

{ŜŎǝƻƴ п wƛǎƪ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΥ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜΣ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ 

ƻŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŀȊŀǊŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ   

 

{ŜŎǝƻƴ р /ŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΥ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ƎŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ 

/ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƭƻƻŘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ 

ŀǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ 

 

{ŜŎǝƻƴ с aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΥ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 

ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǝƻƴ пΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝȊŜŘΦ  

 

{ŜŎǝƻƴ т tƭŀƴ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΥ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘΣ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŬǾŜπȅŜŀǊ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǿƘƻ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻŦ 

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎ 

ōŀǎƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΦ 

 

{ŜŎǝƻƴ у tƭŀƴ !ŘƻǇǝƻƴΥ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  
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ÑőĲШÂũċŰŰŔŰŊШÑĲċů 
¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦмΦ  /at55 ƳŜǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ 

ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

ōȅ /at55Φ   

Table 2.1 Copiah County Mitigation Council Members 

Darryl Hilliard 
Copiah County EMA Director 

122 South Lowe Street 
Hazlehurst, MS 39083 

601-894-1658 
Representing: Copiah County, Georgetown, 
Wesson, Copiah Lincoln Community College 

Angela Cook 
Copiah County EMA 

122 South Lowe Street 
Hazlehurst, MS 39083 

601-894-1658 
Representing: Copiah County, Georgetown, 
Wesson, Copiah Lincoln Community College 

Mayor Russel DuBose 
Town of Georgetown 

P.O. Box 138 
Georgetown, MS 39078 

601-858-2463 
Representing:  Georgetown 

Mayor Alton Shaw 
Town of Wesson 

P.O. Box 297 
Wesson, MS 39191 

601-643-5221 
Representing:  Wesson 

Ronnie Barlow 
Copiah County, County Administrator 

100 Caldwell Drive 
Hazlehurst, MS 39083 

601-894-1858 
Representing: Copiah County Board of 

Supervisors 

Arthur L. Evans, Jr. 
Copiah County Economic Development 

District, Executive Director 
131 West Frost Street 
Hazlehurst, MS 39083 

601-894-4126 

Dr. Jackie Martin 
Copiah Lincoln Community College, Vice 

President 
1028 J.C. Redd Drive 
Wesson, MS 39191 

601-320-1941 
Representing: Copiah Lincoln Community 

College 

 

 

ÂũċŰШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШ~ĲĲƣŔŰŊƚ 
/at55 ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ 



9 
 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ƪƛŎƪπƻũ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нΣ нлнрΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ /at55 ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΦ  ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦн 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ CƛƎǳǊŜ нΦм ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴπƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ   

Table 2.2 Mitigation Council Meeting Dates 
Date Purpose  

October 2, 2025 Kick-Off Meeting / Community Assessment 

----- Draft Review 

 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ нΦм aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ {ƛƎƴπƛƴ {ƘŜŜǘǎ 

 

 

ÂƨĤũŔĦШÂċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШ ĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШÉƣċťĲőŸũĬĲƖШfŰƻŸũƻĲůĲŰƣ 
/at55 ǘƻƻƪ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ /at55 ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ 

o ±ƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ /at55 aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǇŀƎŜ 
o /ƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ /at55 ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
o wŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 
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~ŔƣŔŊċƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰŰŔŰŊШìĲĤƚŔƣĲ 

Lƴ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ /at55 ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

ǇŀƎŜΣ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎƳǇŘŘΦƻǊƎκǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎκΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻǇƛŀƘ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ 

/at55 ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ   

 

  

https://cmpdd.org/planning/
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 ĲƽƚШ ƖƣŔĦũĲƚ 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ /at55 ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΣ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ 

/at55Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƴπǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

ǳǝƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΦ  ! ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƭƛǎǝƴƎ 

ƻŦ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ōȅ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǎ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ! ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  9ŀŎƘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ƛƴ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ /at55 ƻǊ ǘƻ 

Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

 

 

 

Wǳƭȅ нлнр 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнр 
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WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнс 

!ǇǊƛƭ нлнс 
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ÅĲƻŔĲƽШċŰĬШ9ŸůůĲŰƣŔŰŊШ§ƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚ 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ /ƻǇƛŀƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ όнύ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƊ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΦ  bƻǝŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ /at55Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ  

/ƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦо 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦпΦ  !ƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ όнύ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƊŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ   !ƴȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ 

 

Table 2.3 Public Review Opportunities 
Location Dates Available 

 Draft Review Final Review 

Central MS PDD 
1020 Centre Pointe Blvd, Pearl, MS n/a n/a 

Copiah County Emergency Management Office 
122 S. Lowe Street Hazlehurst, MS n/a n/a 

Georgetown Town Hall 
1048 Poplar Street Georgetown, MS n/a n/a 

Wesson Town Hall 
1018 Spring Street Wesson, MS n/a n/a 

 

Table 2.4 Review Comments 

Draft Review Comments 

 
No comments were received during the Draft Review Period. 

Final Review Comments 

 
No comments were received during the Final Review Period. 
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Public Notice: Draft Stage published on CMPDDõs website and posted at various community 

buildings 
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Public Notice:  Final Plan Review Opportunity will be published following FEMAõs review and 

approval to adopt pending final review.   

 

  



16 
 

ÂũċŰШ9őċŰŊĲƚ 
Copiah Countyôs latest Hazard Mitigation Plan was adopted in May 2021.  The plan titled Copiah 

County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update includes the same three (3) 

jurisdictions participating in this plan update with the addition of Copiah Lincoln Community 

College.  Basic changes between this plan and previously developed plans include: 

¶ Consideration of hazards occurring in the last 10 years; 

¶ Updated and detailed analysis of Planning, Regulatory, Administrative, Fiscal, and 

Political Capacities; and 

¶ A revised plan based on current priorities and capabilities. 

 

While the overall goal of this plan has not changed since the plan was last updated in 2021, this 

plan has been updated to reflect current priorities based upon local capabilities and financial 

resources.  Priority changes include: 

¶ Mitigation actions related to relevant needs for hazards that occur; 

¶ Development of a mitigation strategy more accurately linked to local capabilities and 

available financial resources; and 

¶ Development of a mitigation strategy based upon a more detailed risk assessment. 

 

Previous Hazard Mitigation Plans for Copiah County include: 

¶ Copiah County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2021 ï 2026 
Participating Jurisdictions:  Georgetown, Wesson and Copiah County (unincorporated areas) 

¶ Copiah County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2015 ï 2020 
Participating Jurisdictions:  Georgetown, Wesson and Copiah County (unincorporated areas) 

¶ Copiah County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2010 ï 2015 
Participating Jurisdictions:  Georgetown, Wesson and Copiah County (unincorporated areas) 
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9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШÂƖŸǯũĲ 
 

In this Section of the plan, profile information is presented 

and analyzed to develop an understanding of the 

components that comprise Copiah County.  This profile 

describes general information pertaining to Copiah 

Countyõs physical setting, population and demographics, 

general building stock, and land uses in order to develop an 

understanding of Copiah Countyõs characteristics.   

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰ 
Copiah County, which is located in South-Central 

Mississippi, is approximately 30 miles south of the State 

Capital and 2-hours north of New Orleans, Louisiana.  

Copiah County encompasses 779 square miles.  Copiah 

County encompasses five (5) incorporated municipalities 

including: Beauregard, Crystal Springs, Georgetown, 

Hazlehurst, and Wesson.  This Multi-Jurisdictional Plan 

covers two (2) of the incorporated municipalities in the 

County (Georgetown and Wesson), the unincorporated 

portions of the County as well as Copiah Lincoln 

Community College.  The remaining three (3) municipalities (Crystal Springs, Beauregard, and 

Hazlehurst) have taken responsibility for maintaining their own hazard mitigation plan.  Map 3.1 

depicts the location of Copiah County within the State of Mississippi.   

 

ÑƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣċƣŔŸŰШ ĲƣƽŸƖť 
Copiah County has a well-developed transportation network.  Major north/south corridors 

include Interstate 55 and Highway 51.  Major East/West Corridors include Highways 27 and 28. 

Traffic volumes in 2024 averaged 26,000 vehicles per day in Copiah County on Interstate 55 near 

the City of Hazlehurst exit.  In comparison, the average daily traffic volume for the intersection 

of Highway 27 and Highway 28 in Georgetown includes 2,900 vehicles per day, and Highway 51 

in Wesson averaged 3,700 vehicles per day.   Map 3.2 shows the location of major transportation 

corridors in Copiah County and the designated evaluation routes within the County.      

  

Map 3.1 State of Mississippi 
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Table 3.1:  Population  

Jurisdictions  

2023 American Community Survey  

Total 

Population  

Pop. 

65+ 

% Pop. 

65+ 

Pop. Below 

Poverty 

Level  

% Below 

Poverty  

2020 

Population  

Georgetown 281 54 19.2% 61 21.7% 252 

Wesson 2,346 239 10.2% 1,091 46.5% 1,833 

Copiah County 27,994 5,184 18.5% 7,648 27.3% 28,368 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

 

It is evident in the population analysis for Copiah County that the largest population segment is 

those aged 15 to 19.  In comparison, only 18.5% of the residents are 65 years or older, and 27.3% 

of the total population is below the poverty level. 

 

 

 

 

Map 3.3 shows the distribution of the general population density (persons per square mile) by 

Census block based on 2020 Census data.   
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]ĲŰĲƖċũШ7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊШÉƣŸĦť 
The 2020 U.S. Census identified 12,475 housing units in Copiah County.  The vast majority of 

housing structures were built after 1969 (64.45%) with the largest percentage of housing units 

built between 1980 and 1999 (29.9%).  The housing stock consists of mostly 1-unit detached 

housing structures (67%) while just over 20% of the housing stock includes mobile homes. 
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EĦŸŰŸůǃ 
The U.S. Census Bureau 2023 American Community Survey provides household income data for 

Copiah County.  According to the American Community Survey, 52% of households in Copiah 

County have a household income of less than $50,000 per year, while nearly 48% of the 

households have an income over $50,000 per year. 

 

 

TABLE 3.2 Household Income  

Household Income  Georgetown  Wesson  Copiah County  

Less than $10,000 14.4% 13.6% 8.6% 

$10,000 to $14,999 25.6% 1.9% 6.7% 

$15,000 to $24,999 13.6% 12.3% 11.9% 

$25,000 to $34,999 7.2% 10.8% 9.0% 

$35,000 to $49,999 5.6% 10.1% 15.8% 

$50,000 to $74,999 12.0% 17.3% 16.0% 

$75,000 to $99,999 8.8% 8.5% 8.0% 

$100,000 to $149,999 9.6% 15.5% 12.7% 

$150,000 to $199,999 1.6% 3.4% 8.0% 

$200,000 or more 1.6% 6.7% 3.5% 

Source:  American Community Survey  
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The U.S. Census Bureauõs County Business Patterns data identified 440 business establishments 

employing around 5,524 people in Copiah County.  The manufacturing industry employs the 

largest number of employees in the County followed by the retail trade industry.  Table 3.3 

provides the 2023 Business Patterns for Copiah County.   

 

TABLE 3.3 Business Patterns 2023 

Industry  
Number of 

Establishments  

Number of 

Employees  

Agriculture, forestry, 

fishing and hunting 
4 23 

Mining, quarrying, and 

gas extraction 
4 57 

Utilities 7 37 

Construction 32 116 

Manufacturing 17 2,134 

Wholesale Trade 13 150 

Retail Trade 88 802 

Transportation and 

warehousing 
15 206 

Information 8 29 

Finance and Insurance 32 125 

Real estate and rental 

and leasing 
12 34 

Professional, scientific 

and technical services 
34 92 

Administrative and 

support and waste 

management and 

remediation services 

18 101 

Educational Services 4 130 

Health care and social 
assistance 

51 740 

Art, entertainment and 

recreation 
3 5 

Accommodation and 

food services 
43 559 

Other Services (except 

public administration) 
55 184 

TOTALS  440 5,524 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 
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xċŰĬШÖƚĲƚ 
Land use regulatory authority in Mississippi is vested in each local jurisdiction.   According to 

state law, zoning and other land use regulations must be based upon a comprehensive plan.  A 

comprehensive plan must include a minimum of four components in order to comply with state 

regulations.  These components include long-range goals and objectives, a land use plan, a 

transportation plan, and a community facilities plan.  Georgetown and the unincorporated 

portions of Copiah County do not currently enforce land use regulations.  However, Wesson 

enforces land use regulatory controls through zoning regulations.   

 

Future development planned within Copiah County is provided in the table below.  Jurisdictions 

not listed have not identified any significant residential, commercial, or infrastructure projects 

planned within the next 5 years.   

 

TABLE 3.4 Future Development  

Project Name  Type of Project  

Number of 

Structures  Location  

    

 

Jurisdictions not listed have not identified any significant residential, commercial, or infrastructure 

projects that have occurred within the last 5 years.  Map 3.4 provides an overview of the land 

uses in Copiah County and Map 3.5 provides more detailed information for Wesson.    

 

TABLE 3.5 Recent Development  

Project Name  Type of Project  

Number of 

Structures  Location  
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ÅĲƻŔĲƽШċŰĬШfŰĦŸƖƓŸƖċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШEǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШÂũċŰƚ 
There are a limited number of regulatory and planning mechanisms in place in Copiah County at 

the state, county and municipality level of government which support hazard mitigation planning 

efforts.  These tools include items such as the 2023 State of Mississippi Standard Hazard Mitigation 

Plan, local jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plans, local Floodplain Management Ordinances, 

Comprehensive Plans, local Emergency Operation Plans, as well as local Zoning Ordinances.  

These mechanisms were discussed at Mitigation Council meetings and are described in Section 

5. Each of these existing mechanisms enhances the countyõs ability to implement a comprehensive 

mitigation strategy.  Therefore, existing regulatory and planning mechanisms were reviewed and 

incorporated into the development of this document as appropriate, including identifying 

mitigation actions which enhance existing policies.  An example of how existing mechanisms were 

incorporated into this plan includes but is not limited to the following examples: 

 

State of Mississippi Standard Hazard Mitigation Plan 

The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency prepared the 2023 Statewide Hazard Mitigation 

Plan, which was an update to a previously developed plan.  This Plan was thoroughly reviewed 

for the purpose of ensuring consistency with the development of this county plan.   

 

Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plans 

The following plans were reviewed for information relevant to the county. 

 

Copiah County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, 2021 

Copiah County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, 2016 

Hazlehurst Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, 2017 

District 5 Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2021 
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ÅŔƚťШ ƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣ 
Copiah County is vulnerable to a wide array of natural hazards that threaten the health, safety 

and welfare of the Countyõs residents.  This section of the plan provides a description of the type, 

location and extent of all natural hazards that can impact Copiah County.  Each hazard identified 

includes a description of the type of hazard, the area that can be affected by the potential hazard, 

and an analysis of the impact the hazard may have on the area.  The assessment conducted in this 

section is based upon previous occurrences of natural hazards, research material reviewed, and 

a risk assessment completed by the Mitigation Council.   

 

cċǍċƖĬШfĬĲŰƣŔǯĦċƣŔŸŰ 
To begin the risk assessment process, the Mitigation Council reviewed a number of sources to 

develop a list of potential hazards affecting Copiah County.  The potential hazards were identified 

through a process that considered input from the Mitigation Council, research of previous events 

as reported in the NOAA Storm Event Database, a review of existing Hazard Mitigation Plans, as 

well as the 2023 State of Mississippi Standard Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, and a range of 

hazards included in FEMA planning guidance.  Through the review process the Mitigation Council 

identified ten (10) potential natural hazards impacting Copiah County.  Table 4.1 summarizes the 

full range of potential hazards examined during the hazard identification process.  Some hazards 

such as Coastal Erosion were automatically eliminated as a potential hazard due to the 

geographical location of Copiah County.  Table 4.2 provides a listing of recent Major Disaster 

Declarations which have included Copiah County.  

Table 4.1 Evaluations of Potential Hazards  

Potential 

Hazard  

Potential in 

Copiah 

County? 

How was this determination made?  

Dam / Levee 

Failure  
Yes 

¶ Review of the State Mitigation Plan revealed there are over 3,000 dams 

in the state with over 300 of them rated as a high or significant hazard 

dam. 

¶ The Mitigation Council identified 47 dams within Central Mississippi 

including some in Copiah County following an initial review of the MS 

Dept. of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) inventory of MS Dams. 

Drought  Yes 

¶ Review of Existing Mitigation Plan identified drought as a potential risk. 

¶ Review of the State Mitigation Plan revealed the state identifies drought 

as a non-location specific hazard and all areas of Mississippi are 

vulnerable to drought. 

¶ The Mitigation Council identified 9 drought and/or prolonged heat 

wave days affecting Copiah County since 2016 during an initial review 

of recent weather events from the National Weather Service.    

Earthquake  Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan revealed all plans identified an 

earthquake as a potential risk. 

¶ Review of the State Mitigation Plan revealed Mississippi is not only at 

risk to an earthquake originating in Mississippi but to those originating 

in surrounding states as well.  

¶ Identified proximity to the New Madrid Seismic Zone as a concern. 
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Table 4.1 Continued  

Potential 

Hazard  

Is this a hazard 

that may 

occur in 

Copiah 

County  How was this determination made?  

Expansive 

Soils 
Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan revealed expansive soils as a potential 

risk. 

¶ Review of the State Mitigation Plan revealed expansive soils do not 

typically cause a statewide impact and is mitigated at the local level. 

¶ The Mitigation Council identified potential risk areas by reviewing 

USGS soil maps that identified abundant clay areas in Central Mississippi 

having high swelling potential.   

¶ The Mitigation Council acknowledged little to no documented history 

of previous occurrences causing damage is readily available.   

Flooding  Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan revealed flooding has been identified 

as a potential risk. 

¶ National Weather Service records show 10 flood events along the Pearl 

River near Georgetown in Copiah County since 2021. 

Severe 

Storms (high 

wind, hail, 

and lightning)  

Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan revealed severe storms as a potential 

risk. 

¶ According to the State Mitigation Plan, severe storms can occur at any 

time in Mississippi given the right atmospheric conditions. 

¶ The Mitigation Council identified an average of 15-20 thunderstorms 

annually occur in Copiah County based on data from the National 

Weather Service.   

¶ Historical records indicate the entire state is vulnerable to severe 

thunderstorms 

Tornado  Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan revealed tornadoes as a potential risk. 

¶ According to FEMAõs map of Wind Zones in the United States, Central 

Mississippi is located in the highest risk area for tornadoes. 

¶ According to the State Mitigation Plan, 11 tornadoes have occurred in 

Copiah County between 2016 - 2025. 

Tropical 

Storms  
Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan identified tropical storms as a 

potential risk. 

¶ According to the State Mitigation Plan, the Gulf Coast of Mississippi is 

located in a high-hazard area for hurricanes and storm surge.  However, 

hurricane effects have also impacted, with less severity, the medium to 

low risk counties located further inland, which includes areas in Copiah 

County.  

Wildfire  Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plans revealed wildfires as a potential risk. 

¶ According to the MS Forestry Commission (MFC), Copiah County 

averages 22 wildfires a year.  

¶ MFC also reports 219 wildfire incidents have been reported to the MFC 

in Copiah County between 2013 and 2022. 
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Table 4.1 Continued  

Potential 

Hazard  

Is this a hazard 

that may 

occur in 

Copiah 

County  How was this determination made?  

Winter 

Storms  
Yes 

¶ Review of existing Mitigation Plan revealed winter storms as a 

potential risk. 

¶ Since 2016 the National Weather Service has recorded 7 winter 

weather related events in Copiah County. 

Avalanche  No  
¶ Recognized by FEMA as a hazard prone to the United States, but poses 

no threat to Mississippi. 

Coastal 

Erosion  
No  

¶ Recognized as a hazard for coastal areas, but poses no threat to Copiah 

County due to its  geographical location 

Landslide  No  
¶ Recognized by FEMA as a hazard prone to the United States, but poses 

no threat to Mississippi. 

Tsunami  No  
¶ Copiah Countyõs geographical location 

¶ No identified history of tsunamis in Mississippi 

Volcano  No  
¶ Recognized by FEMA as a hazard prone to the United States, but poses 

no active threat to Mississippi. 

 

 

Table 4.2 Major Disaster Declaration Including Copiah County  

Date  Description  

January 23, 2023 Severe Winter Storm(DR-4899) 

June 14, 2023 Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, and Tornados (DR-4727) 

August 28, 2021 Hurricane Ida (DR-4626) 

February 11, 2021 Severe Winter Storms (DR-4598) 

October 7, 2020 Hurricane Delta (EM-3548) 

February 10, 2020 Severe Storms, Flooding, Mudslides (DR-4538) 

January 20, 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic (DR-4536) 

August 29, 2012 Hurricane Isaac (DR-4081) 

 

 ċƣƨƖċũШcċǍċƖĬШÂƖŸǯũĲƚШ 
Hazard profiles look at the impact, historical occurrences, and the probability of future 

occurrences for each hazard identified through the hazard identification process.  Developing a 

hazard profile for each natural hazard allows the Mitigation Council and other users of this Hazard 

Mitigation Plan to look at the unique characteristics of each individual hazard and determine which 

areas in Copiah County are vulnerable to a specific hazard.  Historic event and previous 

occurrence data were gathered from the NOAA Storm Event Database, National Weather 

Service, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality and Mississippi State Forestry 

Commission.  In some instances, there is local knowledge of events or occurrences that are not 

reported by the aforementioned sources.   
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
 

A Dam is a barrier that impounds water or underground streams.  Dams generally serve the 

primary purpose of retaining water, while other structures such as floodgates or levees are used 

to manage or prevent water flow into specific areas.  Dam failure is the collapse, breach or other 

failure of a dam structure that results in an uncontrolled release of impounded water causing 

downstream flooding.  Dam failures due to natural events such as prolonged periods of rainfall 

and flooding can result in overtopping.  Human-induced failures may be attributed to improper 

design, improper maintenance, or negligent operation and typically include inadequate spillway 

capacity resulting in overtopping, or internal erosion caused by embankment or foundation 

leakage. The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) is responsible for 

protecting the stateõs water resources, which includes monitoring the stateõs 3,000 plus dams.    

 

According to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers levees are defined as follows: 

 

Levee - a man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment or concrete floodwall, designed 

and constructed in accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert 

the flow of water to provide reasonable assurance of excluding temporary flooding from the 

leveed area. 

 

Levee System ð one or more levee segments and other features such as floodwalls and pump 

stations, which are interconnected and necessary to ensure exclusion of the design flood from 

the associated leveed area. 

 

Leveed Area ð the lands from which flood water is excluded by the levee system. 

 

Levees are designed to reduce the risk of flooding.  However, no levee system can eliminate all 

flood risk.  A levee is generally designed to control a certain amount of floodwater.  If a larger 

flood occurs than what it is designed to hold, floodwaters will flow over the levee.  Flooding also 

can damage levees, allowing floodwater to flow through an opening or breach.   
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xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
According to the Mississippi Department of Environmental Qualityõs Dam Safety Division, there 

are 47 dams located in Copiah County and no levee systems. MDEQ ranks dams by hazard 

classification, which is determined by the potential for loss of life, as well as infrastructure and 

property damages downstream if a dam failure were to occur.  Data reported in this section was 

provided by MDEQ and is the latest available data. 

 

The three hazard classifications used by the MDEQõs Dam Safety Division include: 

 

o High Hazard:  Dam failure may cause loss of life, serious damage to homes, industrial 

or commercial buildings, important public utilities, main highways or railroads.  

  

o Significant Hazard:  Dam failure may cause significant damage to main roads, minor 

railroads, or cause interruption of use or service of relatively important public utilities. 

 

o Low Hazard:  Dam failure may cause damage to farm buildings (excluding 

residences), agricultural land, or county or minor roads.  

 

Currently, there are 43 low hazard dams, no significant hazard dams, and 4 high hazards dams in 

Copiah County.  Maps 4.1 and 4.2 depict the locations of dams in Copiah County.   

 

 

 Table 4.3 Dams  

Jurisdiction  

High 

Hazard  

Significant 

Hazard  

Low 

Hazard  

Total 

Dams 

Copiah County (Unincorporated Area) 3 0 40 43 

Georgetown 0 0 0 0 

Wesson 0 0 1 1 

Beauregard 0 0 0 0 

Crystal Springs 0 0 1 1 

Hazlehurst 1 0 1 2 

Copiah County Total  4 0 43 47 
Source:  MDEQ 
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cŔŊőШcċǍċƖĬШ?ċůƚ 
Calling Panther Lake 

According to Calling Panther Lake Damõs Emergency Action Plan, the dam was constructed in 

2003, and its primary function is for recreational activities.  Calling Panther Lake is located 

approximately 5 miles West of Crystal Springs off New Zion Road.  Normal surface area of the 

lake is 525 acres with a normal volume of 9078 AC-FT and a maximum volume of 15458 AC-FT. 

The inundation map for Calling Panther Lake shows that a failure of the dam could impact six (6) 

potential residential structures. 
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Lake Copiah 

Lake Copiah is a 142 acre recreational lake built on Mill Creek in Copiah County.  The dam is 

approximately 950 feet long with a maximum height of about 45 feet according to the Emergency 

Action Plan for Lake Copiah.   Inundation maps, which were last updated in 2007, for Lake Copiah 

indicates that a failure of the dam could impact up to eight (8) downstream residences. 
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Lake Hazle 

Lake Hazle, which is located in the City of Hazlehurst, was constructed in 1925 and the lakeõs 

primary function is for recreation.  At the lakeõs normal elevation of 381 feet, Lake Hazle 

impounds approximately 150 acre-feet with a surface area of about 17.5 acres.  Based on 

inundation maps included in Lake Hazleõs Emergency Action Plan, one residence downstream 

would be impacted by a dam failure.  During a wet weather event, it may be possible for 

inundation to reach Interstate 55. 
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Lindsey Lake 

Lindsey Lake is a private recreational lake located southeast of Crystal Springs off Burt Loop 

Road.  The Lake was constructed in the early 1940õs.  At its normal pool elevation of 379.2 feet, 

Lindsey Lake impounds approximately 72 acre-feet with a surface area of about 10 acres.  Based 

on Lindsey Lakeõs Emergency Action Plan five (5) residential structures downstream will have to 

be evacuated due to a dam failure.    
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
While dam failures in Mississippi have caused damages in recent years, there is no record of any 

significant damages, fatalities or injuries associated with a dam failure in Copiah County.   

 

ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
Provided that adequate engineering and maintenance measures are in place, complete failure of a 

dam in the future are unlikely, meaning they are rare occurrences with an expected occurrence 

rate of once every 50-years or greater.  However, a low possibility will always exist that a future 

failure may occur simply by their existence.  The severity of a dam failure event depends on 

various aspects related to the size of the dam, the extent of the failure, the velocity of the 

floodwaters released, and the intensity of the downstream development.  State regulations 

require owners of high hazard and significant hazard dams to have their dams inspected by a 

registered engineer at recurring intervals.  In addition, all high hazard and some significant hazard 

dams are required by State regulations to have an approved Emergency Action Plan in place.   
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
Drought is defined by the National Weather Service as a deficiency in precipitation over an 

extended period, usually a season or more, resulting in a water shortage causing adverse impacts 

on vegetation, animals, and/or people.  Droughts are normally accompanied by heat waves, which 

are periods of excessive heat often combined with excessive humidity, and can result in human 

illnesses and even death as a result of exposure to heat.  The severity of a drought depends upon 

the degree of moisture deficiency and the duration of the drought.  Human factors such as water 

demand and water management can greatly change the impact of a drought on a region.  There 

are four types of drought conditions: 

Meteorological Drought is defined by a period of substantially diminished precipitation 

based on the degree of dryness (in comparison to some ònormaló or average) and the 

duration of the dry period.  The onset of a drought generally occurs with a meteorological 

drought. 

 

Hydrological Drought is associated with periods of extended precipitation shortfalls that 

impact water supply (i.e., stream flow, reservoir and lake levels, and ground water).  

 

Agricultural Drought occurs when there is a deficiency in the water supply that impacts 

crop production or livestock.  Agricultural drought is defined in terms of soil moisture 

deficiencies relative to water demand of plant life, primarily crops.   

 

Socio-economic Drought occurs when physical water shortages start to affect the health, 

well-being, and quality of life of people, or when drought starts to affect the supply and 

demand of an economic product.  

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
Droughts occur every year in the United States and can extend over long periods of time and 

large areas, including several States at once.  According to the State of Mississippi Standard 

Mitigation Plan, all areas of Mississippi are vulnerable to drought; therefore, placing all of Copiah 

County in the risk area for drought conditions. 

    

Determining the onset, end, and severity of a drought can be difficult due to multiple indicators 

that must be examined in order to explain drought conditions.  The United States Drought 

Monitor describes drought conditions based on five key indicators that examine dryness levels.  

Table 4.4 explains the indicators used to determine the severity of a drought by the U.S. Drought 

Monitor and the possible impacts that may occur. 
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Table 4.4 Drought Severity Classifications 

 

Category Description Possible Impacts 

Ranges 

Palmer 

Drought 

Index 

CPC Soil 

Moisture 

Model 

(Percentiles) 

USGS Weekly 

Stream flow 

(Percentiles) 

Standardized 

Precipitation 

Index 

Objective Short 

and Long-term 

Drought 

Indicator Blends 

(Percentiles) 

D0 
Abnormally 

Dry 

Going into drought: 

short-term dryness 

slowing planting, 

growth of crops or 

pastures. Coming out 

of drought: some 

lingering water deficits; 

pastures or crops not 

fully recovered. 

-1.0 to 

-1.9 
21-30 21-30 

-0.5 to 

-0.7 
21-30 

D1 
Moderate 

Drought 

Some damage to 

crops, pastures; 

streams, reservoirs, or 

wells low, some water 

shortages developing 

or imminent, voluntary 

water use restrictions 

requested 

-2.0 to 

-2.9 
11-20 11-20 

-0.8 to 

-1.2 
11-20 

D2 
Severe 

Drought 

Crop or pasture losses 

likely; water shortages 

common; water 

restrictions imposed 

-3.0 to 

-3.9 
6-10 6-10 

-1.3 to 

-1.5 
6-10 

D3 
Extreme 

Drought 

Major crop/pasture 

losses; widespread 

water shortages or 

restrictions 

-4.0 to 

-4.9 
3-5 3-5 

-1.6 to 

-1.9 
3-5 

D4 
Exceptional 

Drought 

Exceptional and 

widespread 

crop/pasture losses; 

shortages of water in 

reservoirs, streams, 

and wells, creating 

water emergencies 

-5.0 or 

less 
0-2 0-2 -2.0 or less 0-2 

Source:  U.S. Drought Monitor 
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
According to the National Climatic Data Center, three (3) drought events have occurred in 

Copiah County, including the Towns of Georgetown and Wesson, since 2015, as listed in Table 

4.5.   Most recently a drought occurred in 2023.  Each event lasted several months and resulted 

in multiple record heat days.  Some of the worst drought conditions in Copiah County, 

Georgetown and Wesson occurred in September/October 2023 when drought conditions 

reached a D4, extreme drought rating and significant amounts of crop and property damages 

were reported. 

TABLE 4.5 Copiah County Drought Conditions, January  2016 ð 

December  2025 

Date  Hazard  

Number of 

Persons Magnitude  

Estimated Property 

Damage  

Killed  Injured  Property*  Crop*  

09/01/2015 Drought 0 0 D2 0.0k 400.0k 

10/01/2015 Drought 0 0 D3 0.0k 1.2k 

10/26/2016 Drought 0 0 D2 0.0k 30.0k 

11/10/2016 Drought 0 0 D2 50.0k 0.0k 

12/01/2016 Drought 0 0 D2 0.0k 50.0k 
08/01/2023 Drought 0 0 D2 0.0k 0.0k 
09/01/2023 Drought 0 0 D4 0.0k 0.0k 
10/01/2023 Drought 0 0 D4 0.0k 0.0k 
11/01/2023 Drought 0 0 D3 0.0k 1.06M 
Source:  NOAA Storm Event Database *includes damage estimated for the forecast area 
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ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
Predicting future drought conditions is difficult due to the number of variables that must be 

examined and the limited ability to accurately forecast precipitation and temperature months in 

advance.  Historically, abnormalities of precipitation and temperatures have lasted from a time 

period as short as a few days to several months or even decades.  Therefore, scientists canõt 

predict drought conditions a month or more in advance.  However, a number of steps are in 

place nationally to consistently monitor potential drought conditions such as the U.S. Drought 

Monitor and the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

 

It is anticipated that Copiah County will continue to experience direct and indirect impacts of 

drought and extreme heat periodically, dependent largely upon the amount of deficiency in 

precipitation over an extended period of time.   
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
FEMA describes an earthquake as ground shaking caused by a sudden movement of rock in the 

Earthõs crust.  Such movements occur along faults, which are thin zones of crushed rock 

separating blocks of crust.  When one block suddenly 

slips and moves relative to the other along a fault, the 

energy released creates vibrations called seismic waves 

that radiate up through the crust to the Earthõs surface, 

causing the ground to shake.   

 

Earthquakes may last only a few seconds or up to several 

minutes.  They can occur at any time of the day or night 

throughout the year.  They are caused by stress that 

builds up over time as blocks of crust attempt to move 

but are held in place by friction along a fault.  When the pressure to move becomes stronger 

than the friction holding them together, adjoining blocks of crust can suddenly slip, rupturing the 

fault and creating an earthquake.  The underground point of initial rupture is known as an 

earthquakeõs focus or hypocenter, and the point at ground level directly above the hypocenter is 

known as its epicenter.  Generally, the severity of the resulting ground motion increases with the 

amount of energy released and decreases with distance from the epicenter.   

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS), all states have some potential for 

earthquakes, and 42 of the 50 states have a reasonable chance of experiencing damaging ground 

shaking from an earthquake in 50 years (the typical lifespan of a building).  While Mississippi is 

not recognized as one of the 16 states with a relatively high likelihood of experiencing damaging 

ground shaking it is still at risk, due largely to the Stateõs close proximity to the New Madrid 

Seismic Zone, the southern end of which is 40 miles from the northwest corner of Mississippi.  

Seismic hazard maps depict the ground shaking that is expected to be exceeded at a selected 

probability (or chance) over a specific time period.  Estimates of this òprobabilisticó ground 

shaking at any location must include the possible shaking from all likely earthquakes and the types 

of rocks and soil in the region.  The USGS updated the National Seismic Hazard Maps in 2018, 

which succeeds maps previously produced.  New seismic, geologic, and geodetic information on 

earthquake rates and associated ground shaking were incorporated into the revised maps.  The 

2018 National Seismic Hazard Maps reflect the most current understanding of where future 

earthquakes will occur, how often they will occur, and how hard the ground will likely shake as 

a result.  The newly released 2018 map is below for comparison. 

Source:  USGS 
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A number of different scales have been developed to measure the magnitude and intensity of an 

earthquake.  Magnitude and intensity measure different characteristics of earthquakes.  The 

magnitude of an earthquake measures the energy released at the source of the earthquake usually 

by analyzing instrumental recordings of an earthquake using defined mathematical formulas.  

Magnitude scales that have been commonly used include the Richter Magnitude Scale and the 

Moment Magnitude Scale.   Intensity scales measure the strength of shaking produced by the 

earthquake.  Intensity is determined from effects on people, human structures, and the natural 

environment.  The Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale is a common intensity scale used in the United 

States.  The Modified Mercalli Scale is composed of 12 increasing levels of intensity that range 

from imperceptible shaking to catastrophic destruction and is designated by roman numerals.  

The lower numbers of the intensity scale generally deal with the manner in which the earthquake 

is felt by people.  The higher numbers of the scale are based on observed structural damage.  

Table 4.6 provides a comparison of the magnitude and intensity of an earthquake, and Table 4.7 

provides a brief description of the impacts felt at the surface. 
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Table 4.6 Comparison of Magnitude and Intensity  

Magnitude  Modified Mercalli Intensity  

1.0 - 3.0 I 

3.0 - 3.9 II ð III 

4.0 - 4.9 IV ð V 

5.0 - 5.9 VI ð VII 

6.0 - 6.9 VII - IX 

7.0 and higher VIII or Higher 
Source:  USGS 

Table 4.7 Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale Abbreviated Description  
I. Not felt except by a few under especially favorable conditions. 

II. Felt only by a few persons at rest, especially on upper floors of buildings. 

III. 

Felt quite noticeably by persons indoors, especially on upper floors of buildings.  Many people 

do not recognize it as an earthquake.  Standing motor cars may rock slightly.  Vibrations similar 

to the passing of a truck.  Duration estimated. 

IV. 

Felt indoors by many, outdoors by a few during the day.  At night, some awakened.  Dishes, 

windows, doors disturbed, walls make cracking sound.  Sensation like heavy truck striking 

building.  Standing motor cars rocked noticeably. 

V. 
Felt by nearly everyone, many awakened.  Some dishes and windows broken.  Unstable objects 

overturned.  Pendulum clocks may stop. 

VI. 
Felt by all, many frightened.  Some heavy furniture moved, a few instances of fallen plaster.  

Damage slight. 

VII. 

Damage negligible in buildings of good design and construction, slight to moderate in well-built 

ordinary structures, considerable damage in poorly built or badly designed structures, some 

chimneys broken. 

VIII. 

Damage slight in specially designed structures, considerable damage in ordinary substantial 

buildings with partial collapse.  Damage great in poorly built structures.  Fall of chimneys, 

factory stacks, columns, monuments, walls, and heavy furniture overturned. 

IX. 

Damage considerable in specially designed structures; well-designed frame structures thrown 

out of plumb.  Damage great in substantial buildings, with partial collapse.  Buildings shifted off 

foundations. 

X. 
Some well-built wooden structures destroyed; most masonry and frame structures destroyed 

with foundations.  Rails bent. 

XI. Few, if any (masonry) structures remain standing.  Bridges destroyed.  Rails bent greatly. 

XII. Damage total lines of sight.  Objects thrown into the air. 

Source:  USGS 
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
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According to the MS Department of Environmental Quality, a small number of earthquakes of 

low magnitude have occurred throughout Mississippi over the years, and it is expected that 

earthquakes of low magnitude will continue to occur.  However, none have occurred in Copiah 

County in recent years.    

 

Some of the most noteworthy earthquakes that have impacted Mississippi have originated in 

neighboring or distant states.  The great New Madrid, Missouri earthquake of 1811-1812 included 

at least four shocks strong enough to shake northern Mississippi at damaging intensities and was 

felt as far south as the Gulf Coast, including causing damage within Central Mississippi with the 

banks of the Mississippi River caving.  The most recent activity includes a magnitude 2.0 

earthquake in Yalobusha County, MS on November 18, 2020. 

 

ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲШ 
The greatest risk to Mississippi from earthquakes is from a strong earthquake in the New Madrid 

Seismic Zone, the southern end of 

which is 40 miles from the northwest 

corner of Mississippi.  The New Madrid 

seismic zone is the most active area of 

the United States east of the Rockies 

with continuing small and moderate 

earthquakes recorded regularly.   

While it is impossible to predict when 

or where the next earthquake might 

occur, studying evidence from previous 

earthquakes, seismologists can 

estimate the average long-term 

frequency of large earthquakes and 

estimate the probability of future 

earthquakes.  According to the USGS 

and the Center for Earthquake 

Research and Information at the University of Memphis, the chance of having an earthquake 

similar to one of the 1811-1812 sequence in the next 50 years is about 7 to 10 percent, and the 

chance of having a magnitude 6 or greater earthquake in 50 years is 25 to 40 percent.   

 

New Madrid Seismic Activity 
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Probability of a repeat of the 1811 -1812 earthquakes  

 

Magnitude 7.5 -8.0 = 7-10% 

 

Probability of a Magnitude 6.0 or larger = 25 -40% 

xŔƕƨĲŉċĦƣŔŸŰ 
Liquefaction takes place when loosely packed, water-logged sediments at or near the ground 

surface lose their strength in response to strong ground shaking. Liquefaction occurring beneath 

buildings and other structures can cause major damage during earthquakes.  Buildings constructed 

on loose soil pitch and tilt easily when liquefaction occurs, since the soil no longer supports the 

structuresõ foundations. In contrast, structures anchored to bedrock or stiff soils in earthquake-

prone areas suffer less damage, because less vibration is transmitted through the foundation to 

the structure above. In addition, buildings anchored to bedrock have a reduced risk of pitching 

and tilting. Poorly drained fine-grained soils such as sandy, silty, and gravelly soils are the most 

susceptible to liquefaction. 

 

 

Granular soils are made up of a mix of soil and pore spaces. When earthquake shock occurs in 

waterlogged soil, the water-filled pore spaces collapse, which decreases the overall volume of the 

soil. This process increases the water pressure between individual soil grains, and the grains can 

then move freely in the watery matrix. This substantially lowers the soilõs resistance to shear 

stress and causes the mass of soil to take on the characteristics of a liquid. In its liquefied state, 
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soil deforms easily, and heavy objects such as structures can be damaged from the sudden loss of 

support from below. 

(Sources: USGS and Encyclopedia Britannica) 
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EǂƓċŰƚŔƻĲШÉŸŔũ 

?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
Expansive soils or swelling soils, which are commonly known as Yazoo Clay throughout Central 

Mississippi, are comprised of bedrock that increases in volume as it gets wet and shrinks as it 

dries out.  Soil grains in expansive soils are predominantly clay minerals that have the ability to 

absorb large quantities of water.  As the individual clay minerals absorb water, they repel each 

other and the soil expands.  The amount of soil expansion is inversely proportional to the weight 

that a structure places on the soil.  Therefore, heavy structures generally are less impacted by 

expansive soils than are lighter structures such as pavements and building slabs. 

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
The concentration level of expansive soils found across a state or even a community can vary 

significantly.  According to soil maps produced by USGS, Central Mississippi is covered in high 

concentration areas of expansive soils.  The expansive clay areas are concentrated in a northwest-

southeast trending belt across nearly three-fourths the width of Central Mississippi.  The surface 

outcrop belt ranges from 6 to 30 miles wide and covers portions of eleven counties: Yazoo, 

Holmes, Hinds, Madison, Rankin, Smith, Scott, Newton, Jasper, Clarke, and Wayne.  Map 4.3 

depicts the soil types in Mississippi.  The Yazoo Clay area in Mississippi is formally identified by 

USGS as the Jackson Group. However, Copiah County is largely comprised of three (3) soil types, 

Citronelle, Pascagoula/Hattiesburg and Catahoula formation soils which do not include the highly 

expansive Jackson Group. 

Citronelle Formation 

Red sand and gravel and white clay; may be of Pliocene age; the formation is equivalent to the 

Willis Sand and does not include the terrace deposits, colluvium, and residuum commonly 

considered òCitronelleó 

Pascagoula and Hattiesburg Formation 

Green and bluish-green clay, sandy clay, and sand; gray siltstone and sand; locally fossiliferous. 

Catahoula Formation  

Irregularly bedded gray sand and sandstone; mottled red and gray, green, and chocolate colored 

clay; some quartzite; and some gravel 

 

Occurrence of expansive soil hazards is expected to be limited throughout Copiah County to 

isolated areas.  Impacts on life, health and safety are minimal for expansive soils.  According to 

FEMA, the anticipated types of structural damage to buildings include sticking doors, uneven 
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floors, and cracked foundations, floors, walls, ceilings and windows.  An accepted measure for 

determining the swelling potential of soil is the Expansion Index which provides an indication of 

swelling potential of a compacted soil.  Generally, building codes require special design 

consideration to be employed if the Expansion Index is 20 or greater.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
 

According to the Mitigation Council, Copiah County has experienced problems with expansive 

soils from time to time; however, there are no formal records or inventory of damage 

information maintained related to expansive soils.  Knowledge of occurrences are limited to 

general conversations around the community.  Historically, the most common damage resulting 

from occurrences of expansion soils include foundation problems with residential and commercial 

structures, dips or heaves in roadways, and water/sewer line breaks. 

 

ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲШ 
 

Damages due to the shrinking and swelling of expansive soil, while not largely documented, may 

occur annually within Copiah County in isolated areas.  Therefore, future annual occurrences are 

possible, but are unlikely.  However, using smart construction techniques such as testing soil 

prior to construction and excavating expansive clay and backfilling with a non-sensitive material 

are all effective ways to mitigate future risks.  It is also important to consider soil treatment and 

landscaping techniques that will keep soil moisture contents constant or nearly constant since 

problems with expansive soil occur with fluctuations in soil moisture.   

  

Expansion Index  

Very High  (>130) 

High (91 ð 130) 

Medium (51 ð  90) 

Low (21 ð  50) 

Very Low (0 ð 20) 
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
Flooding is a process that occurs when water temporarily inundates an area of normally dry land 

by the overflow and accumulation of excess water.  Floods are one of the most common and 

costliest natural hazards in the United States.  Some floods develop slowly, sometimes over a 

period of days, while flash floods develop quickly, sometimes in just a matter of minutes. Flood 

effects can be disastrous and can be local, impacting a single neighborhood or community, or very 

large, affecting an entire river basin or multiple states.  There are several different types or causes 

of flooding.  Most communities only experience a few of them.  Flooding, which impacts Copiah 

County, can be classified according to three distinct hazard types or causes, and according to the 

State of Mississippi Standard Mitigation Plan, all three types occur in all river basins in Mississippi. 

 

River (Riverine or Stream) flooding is the most common flood type and occurs along a 

channel, and includes overbank and flash flooding.  Channels are defined ground features that 

carry water through and out of a watershed.  Channels may include rivers, creeks, streams, or 

ditches.  When a channel receives too much water, the excess water flows over its banks and 

inundates low-lying areas adjacent to the channel.  River flooding usually develops gradually and 

has a longer duration than flash flooding.  However, flash floods can impact river flooding rapidly, 

usually following a heavy down pour in a short amount of time impacting usually ditches or smaller 

streams or creeks.   

Flash flooding occurs as a result of heavy localized rainfall over a short period of time due to 

slow-moving intense thunderstorms that can cause small creeks, streams, branches, and rivers to 

overflow.   

Drainage flooding occurs primarily in developed areas when the volume of run-off exceeds the 

capacity of the drainage system.  Flooding of this nature can be the result of increased 

development, inadequate drainage, riverine flooding, flash flooding or a combination of each. 

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
Copiah County is located in portions of two of the nine primary river basins identified in 

Mississippi. Copiah County is part of the Pearl River Basin and the South Independent Rivers 

Basin. 

 

The Pearl River, as well as, a large number of smaller rivers and tributaries, streams, lakes and 

other water bodies run throughout Copiah County that are associated with special flood hazard 
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areas as delineated by FEMA.  Maps 4.5-4.7 depict the locations of all special flood hazard areas 

for Copiah as shown on current FEMA Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMS).   

Map 4.4 Major Rivers and Water Bodies  
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Special flood hazard areas identified on FEMA DFIRMs are defined as the areas that will be 

inundated by a flood event having a 1 percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given 

year.  The 1 percent annual chance flood is also referred to as the base flood or 100-year 

floodplain and is the national minimum standard for applying FEMAõs NFIP floodplain management 

regulations and mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements.  Statistically, according to 

FEMA, the 100-year flood has a 26% chance of occurring during a 30-year period, the length of 

many mortgages.  Contrary to what the term suggests, a 100-year flood is not a flood that occurs 

only once every 100 years.  A 100-year flood can and often does occur multiple times in a century.  

Areas shown to be inundated by a 0.2 percent annual chance (500-year floodplain) are considered 

moderate flood hazard areas, and areas outside of these areas are considered minimal flood 

hazard areas.   

 

In the case of river, flash, and drainage flooding, the extent or severity of a flood event is 

categorized by the National Weather Service based on property damage and public threat for 

Minor, Moderate, and Major Flooding:   

 

Minor Flooding ð minimal or no property damage, but possibly some public threat or 

inconvenience 

Moderate Flooding ð some inundation of structures and roads near streams and some 

evacuations of people and/or transfer of property to higher elevations are necessary 

Major Flooding ð extensive inundation of structures and roads.  Significant evacuations of 

people and/or transfer of property to higher elevations 

 

According to the National Weather Service, flooding along the Pearl River becomes a concern 

for Copiah County and primarily Georgetown when the river reaches 25 feet.  Flood categories 

and the anticipated impacts from the Pearl River, which separates Copiah County and Simpson 

County, are listed in Table 4.8 and 4.9. 

 

Table 4.8 Pearl River Flood Stages Near Georgetown  

Flood Categories  River Stage (in feet)  

Major Flood Stage 39 

Moderate Flood Stage 35 

Flood Stage 25 

Action Stage 24 
Source:  National Weather Service 
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Table 4.9 Pearl River Flood Impacts Near Georgetown  

River Stage (ft)  Anticipated Impacts  

42.8 

Major flooding with widespread disastrous flooding in homes in 

Rockport and Georgetown and other areas along the river in Simpson 

and Copiah County 

39 Major flooding of homes and many primary roads  

36 
Moderate flooding begins to threaten homes and many local access 

roads, especially on the Simpson County side of the river 

34 
Several local access roads begin to flood on the Simpson County side of 

the river 

30 
Water begins to back up into higher agricultural and pasture lands, 

mainly on the Simpson County Side of the river 

25 Widespread flooding of low pastureland and bottomland  

21 Minor flooding of bottomlands in immediate proximity of the river 
Source:  National Weather Service 

The impact of flooding on life, health and safety is dependent upon several factors including the 

severity of the event and whether or not adequate warning time is provided to residents.  

However, exposure to flooding risk is not limited to only those that live in a defined hazard zone, 

but everyone that might travel through a flooded area as well.  To estimate the population 

exposed to the 1% flood event, floodplain boundaries were overlaid upon 2020 Census data using 

GIS mapping capabilities.  The 2020 census blocks with their centroid in the flood boundaries 

were used to calculate the estimated population and housing units exposed to this hazard.  

However, it should be noted that Census blocks do not follow the boundaries of floodplain and 

can lead to over or underestimated population figures.  Therefore, the estimated population 

should be used to gather a general understanding of who and what is at risk.   

 

The calculation for the 0.2-percent annual chance flood event has been calculated in the same 

manner, and is cumulative in nature, meaning the population exposed to the 1-percent flood 

event will also be exposed in the 0.2-percent annual chance flood event.   Therefore, those 

exposed to the 1-percent annual flood should be added to the 0.2-percent annual flood event.  

Using this method, it is estimated that 2,137 people and 964 housing units are exposed to a 

possible flood event in Copiah County. 

Table 4.10 Identified Hazard Area Flooding  

Flooding  Population  
% of Total 

Population  
Housing Units  

% of Total 

Housing  
Copiah County (the entire county) 

1-percent  2,137 7.3% 964 7.9% 

0.2-percent  0 -- -- -- 

Georgetown 

1-percent 23 8.0% 11 7.5% 

0.2-percent 0 -- -- -- 

Wesson 

1-percent 0 -- 0 -- 

0.2-percent 0 -- 0 -- 
Source:  CMPDD / 2020 Census 
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Areas in the county that experience repetitive flooding are of particular concern for the county 

due to the threat to structures located in these areas.  These areas are a persistent problem for 

the county and include areas listed in Table 4.11 and Map 4.8. 

 

Table 4.11 Flash Flood Prone Areas  

Berry Lane Lomax Lane 

Bobbitt Road Mercy Seat Road 

Broom Road Monticello Road 

Cline Road Mt. Zion Road 

Deason Road Old Natchez Road 

Dentville Road Pearl River Lane 

Dillard Road Pleasant Lane 

Dog Town Road Reese Road 

Gatesville Road Sojourner Road 

Goza-Stegall Road South Sardis 

Highway 28 Steel Creek Road 

Hopewell Road Stegall Road 

James Road Sugar Farm Road 

John I Hay Road Syvarena Road 
Source:  Copiah County  
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
Historical records gathered from the National Weather Service and the National Climatic Data 

Center indicate several river flood events have occurred in Copiah County recently, as well as, 

numerous annual flash flood or urban flooding events.  In February 2020, Copiah County suffered 

from a significant flood event that resulted in a Major Disaster Declaration; however, the National 

Weather Service does not list it as a recent crest or historic crest event.  Furthermore, it is not 

reported in the NOAA Storm Event Database. 

 

River Flood Events 

Table 4.12 Recent Crests on the Pearl River Near Georgetown  

Crest (ft)  Date  Flood Category  

14.52 3/21/2025 Minor Flood Stage 

14.49 3/12/2025 Minor Flood Stage 

16.44 2/26/2025 Minor Flood Stage 

14.32 2/13/2025 Minor Flood Stage 

14.30 1/14/2024 Minor Flood Stage 

16.11 12/23/2022 Minor Flood Stage 

17.40 9/08/2022 Moderate Flood Stage 

16.81 4/06/2022 Minor Flood Stage 

16.21 9/19/2021 Minor Flood Stage 

16.96 9/03/2021 Minor Flood Stage 

Source:  National Weather Service  

 

Table 4.13 Historic Crests on the Pearl River 

Near Georgetown  

Crest (ft)  Date  

21.05 4/09/1983 

20.35 3/14/2016 

19.75 4/02/1980 

19.70 4/19/1900 

19.60 1/03/1990 

19.25 4/26/1979 

19.23 12/12/1971 

19.18 4/01/2009 

18.60 3/16/1921 

18.59 9/04/2012 
Source:  National Weather Service 
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Flash Flood Events 

Note: Flood depth information is not available for flash flood events 

Table 4.14 Recent Flash Flood Events  

  Damage  

Date  Location  Property  Crop  

05/17/2024 Beech Grove 1.00k 0.00k 
05/17/2024 Gallman 250.00k 0.00k 
02/11/2024 Crystal Springs 1.00k 0.00k 
01/24/2024 Hazlehurst 1.00k 0.00k 
01/24/2024 Shady Grove 1.00k 0.00k 
01/24/2024 Georgetown 25.00k 0.00k 
01/24/2024 Peetsville 1.00k 0.00k 
01/24/2024 Gallman 10.00k 0.00k 
12/14/2022 Bowerton 50.00k 0.00k 
12/14/2022 Stronghope 50.00k 0.00k 

01/14/2020 Dentville 5.00k 0.00k 

07/25/2017 Glancy 5.00k 0.00k 

01/19/2017 Hazlehurst 40.0k 0.00k 

08/12/2016 Strong Hope 55.0k 0.00k 

03/10/2016 Shady Grove 5.00k 0.00k 
Source:  NOAA Storm Event Database 

 

The 2010 National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) records, which is the latest available, indicate 

that one (1) repetitive loss single family residential property has been identified in Copiah County.   

Georgetown and Wesson do not have any identified repetitive loss properties.  Table 4.15 lists 

the number of losses and total claims payments for historical flood damages in Copiah County as 

recorded under the NFIP as of April 30, 2010.  It should be noted that this information only 

reflects previous losses as reported through claims under the NFIP, and that additional uninsured 

or unreported losses may have occurred throughout the County.  Additional information 

regarding Copiah Countyõs participation in the NFIP is located in Section 5 of this plan. 

 

Table 4.15  NFIP Repetitive Loss Properties  

Jurisdiction  

Total Flood 

Losses 

Total Claim 

Payments  

# of Repetitive 

Loss 

Properties  

# of SRL 

Properties  

Copiah County 2 12,451.80 1 0 

Georgetown 0 0 0 0 

Wesson 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS  2 12,451.80 1 0 
Source:  MS Emergency Management Agency As of April 2010 
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National Flood Insurance Program Definitions  

 

Repetitive loss property is an NFIP insured structure that has had at least two paid flood 

losses of more than $1,000 each in any 10-year period since 1978 

 

Severe repetitive loss properties single or multifamily residential properties that are covered 

under the NFIP flood insurance policy and: 

 

1. That have incurred flood related damage for which 4 or more separate claim payments 

have been made, with the amount of each claim (including building and contents 

payments) exceeding $5,000, and with the cumulative amount of such claims payments 

exceeding $20,000; or 

2. For which at least 2 separate claims payments (building payments only) have been 

made under such coverage, with cumulative amount of such claims exceeding the 

market value of the building. 

3. In both instances, at least 2 of the claims must be within 10-years of each other, and 

claims made within 10-days of each other will be counted as 1 claim. 
 
Source:  FEMA 

 

ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
Given the history of flood events that have impacted Copiah County, it is apparent that future 

flooding of varying degrees will continue to occur within the County annually.  Major riverine 

floods will continue to be an occasional occurrence, while drainage and flash flood events will 

likely occur more frequently.  Table 4.16 summarizes the occurrences of flash flood events and 

their average annual occurrence rate for Copiah County, and the chart from the National 

Weather Service describes the probability of the Pearl River near Georgetown exceeding its river 

stage over the next three-months. 

   

Table 4.16 Annual Flash Flood Events  

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Average 

Annual 

Occurrence  

Copiah 2 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 0.9 

 

Furthermore, the 100-year and 500-year floodplains identified on the NFIP DFIRMs express 

probability of occurrence as the chance a flood of a specific extent will be equaled or exceeded 

in any given year.  The 100-year floodplain has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded annually.  

While the 500-year floodplain has 0.2% annual chance of being equaled or exceeded annually. 
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
Thunderstorms are one of the most common and most noticed weather events.  A thunderstorm 

is a rain shower during which you hear thunder.  Since thunder comes from lightning, all 

thunderstorms have lightning.  Thunderstorms typically produce heavy downpours of rain for a 

brief period, anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour.  Some of the most severe thunderstorms 

occur when a single thunderstorm affects one location for an extended period of time.  Warm 

humid conditions are highly favorable for thunderstorm development.  Thunderstorms may occur 

singly, in clusters or in lines.  The primary damaging forces associated with these storms are 

straight-line winds, hail, and lightning, but they can also cause flash flooding or spawn tornadoes.  

Thunderstorms are most likely in the spring and summer months and during the afternoon and 

evening hours, but they can occur year-round and at all hours. 

Straight-line winds:  any winds not associated with the rotation of a tornado.  Straight-line 

winds are responsible for most thunderstorm wind damage.  Strong thunderstorm winds come 

from a number of different processes.  Most thunderstorm winds that cause damage on the 

ground are a result of outflow generated by a thunderstorm downdraft.  Damaging winds are 

classified as those exceeding 50-60 mph.  Straight-line winds can exceed 125 mph. 

Hail: precipitation that is formed when updrafts in thunderstorms carry raindrops upward into 

extremely cold areas of the atmosphere.  Hail falls to the surface when the thunderstormõs 

updraft can no longer support the weight of the ice.  The stronger the updraft the larger the 

hailstone can grow.  Hail has the potential to cause minor to major property damage, particularly 

the larger hailstones associated with severe thunderstorms.  The size of hailstones is a direct 

result of the size and severity of the storm.   

Lightning: a giant spark of electricity in the atmosphere between clouds, the air, or the ground.  

Energy from a lightning channel heats the air to around 18,000 degrees Fahrenheit, which causes 

the air to rapidly expand, creating a sound wave known as thunder. 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
All of Copiah County is uniformly susceptible to the occurrence of severe thunderstorms.  

According to the National Weather Service, a thunderstorm is classified as òsevereó if it produces 

one or more of the following:   

¶ hail at least 1 inch in diameter,  

¶ wind gusts of at least 58 miles per hour, or  

¶ produces a tornado.   

 

Under the right conditions, rainfall from thunderstorms can cause flash flooding; lightning can 

cause fires; strong straight-line winds can knock down trees, power lines and mobile homes;  and 

tornadoes can destroy all structures in its path.  Each of these potential hazards produced by 

thunderstorms can result in fatalities.     
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
Severe thunderstorms are a frequent occurrence in Mississippi.  National Climatic Data Center 

historical records include a significant number of annual occurrences of severe thunderstorm 

events in Copiah County.  Tables 4.17 and 4.18 provide summary data for severe thunderstorm 

activity in Copiah County since 2016.  Tornado activity is discussed separately in this plan. 

 

Table 4.17 Severe Thunderstorm Wind Events January 201 6 ð 
December  2025 

 

Event Date  

Wind Speed 

Magnitude  

  Estimated Damages  

Location  Deaths  Injuries  Property  Crop  

Gallman 10/26/2025 65kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Gatesville 9/17/2025 45kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Utica Institute 8/20/2025 60kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Beech Grove 7/13/2025 55kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Shady Grove 7/13/2025 55kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Martinsville 7/13/2025 55kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 7/13/2025 55kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 7/01/2025 50kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 6/17/2025 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 6/11/2025 52kts. 0 0 25.00K 0.00K 

Barlow 6/11/2025 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/27/2025 52kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/25/2025 60kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Ashley 5/24/2025 55kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 4/06/2025 52kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Ashley 3/15/2025 55kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Smyrna 2/15/2025 53kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Beech Grove 12/28/2024 52kts. 0 0 15.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 12/28/2024 56kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Shady Grove 12/28/2024 52kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 12/28/2024 52kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Shady Grove 8/16/2024 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 6/04/2024 52kts. 0 0 6.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 6/04/2024 52kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 6/03/2024 52kts. 0 0 12.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 1/25/2024 50kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Martinsville 1/25/2024 55kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 12/09/2023 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Ruby 11/20/2023 53kts. 0 0 8.00K 0.00K 

Gallatin 11/20/2023 61kts. 0 0 700.00K 0.00K 

Bowerton 7/11/2023 45kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 6/18/2023 55kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 6/16/2023 60kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 6/14/2023 65kts. 0 0 30.00K 0.00K 

Glancy 6/05/2023 55kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Smyrna 5/12/2023 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 5/11/2023 52kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 
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Wesson 5/05/2023 55kts. 0 0 8.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 5/05/2023 57kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Rockport 5/05/2023 52kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 5/05/2023 57kts. 0 0 7.00K 0.00K 

Shady Grove 5/05/2023 52kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Ashley 5/05/2023 67kts. 0 0 120.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 5/05/2023 52kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

 5/05/2023 52kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 5/05/2023 52kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 5/05/2023 52kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 5/05/2023 62kts. 0 0 500.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 4/03/2023 52kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Ashley 3/24/2023 52kts. 0 0 15.00K 0.00K 

Gatesville 12/14/2022 55kts. 0 0 2.00K  0.00K 

Beauregard 12/14/2022 55kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/25/2022 50kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 5/25/2022 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 5/25/2022 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/12/2022 43kts. 0 0 0.20K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/13/2022 56kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Glancy 4/13/2022 65kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 4/13/2022 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 4/13/2022 60kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 3/22/2022 50kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 9/01/2021 50kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 8/25/2021 35kts. 0 0 50.00K 0.00K 

Hopewell 5/04/2021 50kts. 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 5/04/2021 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 3/31/2021 50kts. 0 0 30.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 12/25/2020 50kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 6/25/2020 52kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 6/05/2020 52kts. 0 0 4.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/27/2020 55kts. 0 0 25.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 4/22/2020 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Bowerton 4/22/2020 87kts. 0 0 100.00K 0.00K 

Meadows Store 4/22/2020 50kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/19/2020 50kts. 0 0 7.00K 0.00K 

Jack 4/19/2020 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Rockport 1/11/2020 50kts. 0 0 8.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 1/11/2020 50kts. 0 0 25.00K 0.00K 

Martinsville 1/11/2020 53kts. 0 0 35.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 1/11/2020 50kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 7/02/2019 57kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Bowerton 6/28/2019 53kts. 0 0 25.00K 0.00K 

Smyrna 6/28/2019 50kts. 0 0 25.00K 0.00K 

Carpenter 6/28/2019 53kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Bowerton 6/24/2019 55kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Martinsville 6/17/2019 50kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Myles 6/17/2019 50kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 4/18/2019 50kts. 0 0 9.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 4/18/2019 53kts. 0 0 12.00K 0.00K 
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Willing 4/18/2019 54kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/13/2019 50kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Pleasant Hill 4/07/2019 50kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 2/27/2019 55kts. 0 0 60.00K 0.00K 

Sandhill 1/19/2019 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Peetsville 1/19/2019 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 1/19/2019 50kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Hopewell 11/01/2018 55kts. 0 0 13.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 8/29/2018 39kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 8/29/2018 39kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 8/10/2018 55kts. 0 0 15.00K 0.00K 

Stronghope 8/07/2018 52kts. 0 0 8.00K 0.00K 

Ruby 8/07/2018 43kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Stronghope 6/30/2018 60kts. 0 0 100.00K 0.00K 

Stronghope 6/12/2018 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/23/2018 35kts. 0 0 0.50K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 4/06/2018 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/06/2018 50kts. 0 0 7.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 7/24/2017 35kts. 0 0 8.00K 0.00K 

Gatesville 6/16/2017 65kts. 0 0 25.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 5/21/2017 50kts. 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 5/21/2017 50kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/21/2017 50kts. 0 0 4.00K 0.00K 

Conn 4/30/2017 60kts. 0 0 100.00K 0.00K 

Gatesville 4/3/2017 56kts. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/03/2017 52kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 4/03/2017 52kts. 0 0 8.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 3/29/2017 50kts. 0 0 4.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 3/07/2017 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 1/19/2017 50kts. 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Stronghope 1/19/2017 74kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Gallatin 1/02/2017 50kts. 0 0 50.00K 0.00K 

Stronghope 1/02/2017 55kts. 0 0 45.00K 0.00K 

Dentville 1/02/2017 50kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Carpenter 11/28/2016 52kts. 0 0 20.00K 0.00K 

Stronghope 9/11/2016 50kts. 0 0 6.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 8/06/2016 50kts. 0 0 9.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 8/06/2016 43kts. 0 0 7.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 7/22/2016 50kts. 0 0 15.00K 0.00K 

Willing 3/10/2016 50kts. 0 0 3.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 2/23/2016 50kts. 0 0 7.00K 0.00K 

Peetsville 2/15/2016 83kts. 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 
Source:  NOAA Storm Event Database 
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Table 4.18 Severe Thunderstorm Hail Events January 2016 ð December  

2025 
 

Event Date  

Magnitude  

Inches 

  Estimated Damages  

Location  Deaths  Injuries  Property  Crop  

Stronghope 4/22/2025 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Smyrna 4/22/2025 1.50 0 0 50.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 5/09/2024 1.00 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Peetsville 5/09/2024 1.00 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Martinsville 4/02/2024 1.50 0 0 150.00K 0.00K 

Pleasant Hill 4/02/2024 1.00 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/02/2024 1.00 0 0 40.00K 1.00K 

Martinsville 11/20/2023 1.50 0 0 100.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 6/18/2023 2.00 0 0 750.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 6/18/2023 2.50 0 0 1.50M 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 6/18/2023 1.75 0 0 1.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 6/18/2023 1.75 0 0 750.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/03/2023 1.00 0 0 200.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 10/12/2022 1.00 0 0 30.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/05/2022 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 10/05/2021 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 5/04/2021 1.25 0 0 5.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/09/2021 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Gallatin 3/16/2021 2.00 0 0 15.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 1/25/2021 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 6/03/2020 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 4/22/2020 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 2/05/2020 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Gatesville 4/06/2018 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Sandhill 4/06/208 0.75 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 4/03/2017 1.50 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 1/21/2017 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Beauregard 3/17/2016 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Pleasant Hill 3/17/2016 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Hazlehurst 3/03/2016 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 2/23/2016 0.75 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Rockport 1/21/2016 1.00 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 1/21/2016 1.00 0 0 6.00K 0.00K 
Source:  NOAA Storm Event Database 
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ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
 

Future severe thunderstorms are unavoidable in Mississippi due to its geographical location.  

Annual occurrences of severe thunderstorms are highly likely, meaning multiple severe 

thunderstorms are expected to occur annually.  According to NOAA, Copiah County averages 

between 72 and 81 thunderstorm days per year, and 15 to 20 severe thunderstorm events 

annually. 

 

 

 

 

  

Source:  NOAA 
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
Tornadoes are one of natureõs most violent storms.  A tornado is a violent windstorm 

characterized by a rotating or twisting, funnel-shaped cloud extending to the ground.  Tornadoes 

are most often generated by strong thunderstorm activity (but can also be spawned from 

hurricanes and other coastal storms) when cool dry air intersects and overrides a layer of warm 

moist air forcing the warm air to rise rapidly.  The damage caused by a tornado is a result of the 

high wind velocity and wind-blown debris, also accompanied by lightning or large hail.  Most 

tornadoes are a few dozen yards wide and touch down only briefly, but even small short-lived 

tornadoes can inflict tremendous damage.  Highly destructive tornadoes may carve out a path 

over a mile wide and several miles long.   

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
By virtue of its location, all of Copiah County is recognized as a danger zone for tornado 

outbreaks.   FEMAõs map of Wind Zones in the United States, places Copiah County in Zone IV, 

which is considered the highest risk area for tornado activity.  Therefore, all of Copiah County 

is uniformly susceptible to the occurrence of tornadoes.  Historically Wind Zone IV has 

experienced the greatest number and strongest tornadoes in the United States.   
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The Enhanced Fujita Scale (EF-scale), shown in Table 4.19, is used to categorize the strength and 

magnitude of tornado events based on estimated wind speeds and related damage.  This 

represents an update to the original Fujita Scale (F-scale) and has been implemented since 

February 2007. 

 

Table 4.19 Enhanced Fujita Scale 

Scale 

Wind Speed 

MPH Potential Damage 

EF0 65-85 

Light Damage 

Peels surface off some roofs, some damage to gutters or siding, branches 

broken off trees, shallow-rooted trees pushed over. 

EF1 86-110 

Moderate Damage 

Roofs severely stripped; mobile homes overturned or badly damaged; loss 

of exterior doors, windows and other glass broken 

EF2 111-135 

Considerable Damage 

Roofs torn off well-constructed houses; foundations of frame homes 

shifted; mobile homes completely destroyed; large trees snapped or 

uprooted; cars lifted off ground 

EF3 136-165 

Severe Damage 

Entire stories of well-constructed houses destroyed; severe damage to 

large buildings such as shopping malls; trains overturned; trees debarked; 

heavy cars lifted off the ground and thrown; structures with weak 

foundations blown away some distance 

EF4 166-200 

Devastating Damage 

Well-constructed houses and whole frame houses completely leveled; cars 

thrown  

EF5 >200 

Incredible Damage 

Strong frame houses leveled off foundations and swept away; automobile 

size debris flies through the air in excess of 300 ft.; steel reinforced 

concrete structures badly damaged; high-rise buildings have significant 

structural deformation 
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
According to the NOAA Storm Event Database, fifty-eight (58) tornado events have occurred in 

Copiah County since 1950.  These events have 12 deaths, 150 injuries, and over $10,000,000 in 

property damage.  Looking at recent events between January 2016 and December 2025, eleven 

(11) tornado events have been recorded in Copiah County by the NOAA Storm Event Database, 

causing millions of dollars in reported property damages.  Map 4.10 indicates the track of previous 

occurrences in Copiah County between 2016 and 2025. 

 

Table 4.20 Tornado Activity January 201 6 - December  2025 

   Damage  

Location  Date  Scale Property  Crop  

Ashley 12/28/2024 EF1 60.00K 0.00K 

Martinsville 12/28/2024 EF1 20.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 12/28/2024 EF1 50.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 12/14/2022 EF1 5.00K 0.00K 

Gallman 3/22/2022 EF0 75.00K 0.00K 

Sandhill 3/16/2021 EF1 12.00K 0.00K 

Georgetown 4/18/2019 EF0 1.00K 0.00K 

Willing 4/18/2019 EF1 50.00K 0.00K 

Crystal Springs 11/01/2018 EF0 100.00K 0.00K 

Barlow 4/6/2018 EF1 20.00K 0.00K 

Gallatin 4/30/2017 EF0 50.00K 0.00K 

Peetsville 1/02/2017 EF1 400.00K 0.00K 

Wesson 2/15/2016 EF2 900.00K 0.00K 

Peetsville 1/21/2016 EF1 155.00K 0.00K 

Beech Grove 1/21/2016 EF0 17.00K 0.00K 
Source:  NOAA Storm Event Database 
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ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
 

Mississippi is located in the middle latitudes, which provide some of the most favorable 

environment for tornado development.   On average, 72-86 tornadoes occur in Mississippi 

annually according to NOAA.  Therefore, future occurrences of tornado activity in Copiah 

County is unavoidable and highly likely with multiple annual occurrences expected.  However, 

scientists canõt predict the precise location of when and where the next tornado will occur in 

Copiah County.  Tornadoes are the most unpredictable force of nature, they can strike anywhere 

at any time as long as atmospheric conditions are favorable.  Tornadoes can leave a small path of 

destruction with very little to no visible damage, or they can leave a community completely 

destroyed with hundreds of lives lost.  The following images are the most recent annual average 

data from NOAA. 
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
According to the National Hurricane Center, a tropical cyclone is a rotating, organized system 

of clouds and thunderstorms that originate over tropical or subtropical waters and has a closed 

low-level circulation.  Tropical cyclones rotate counterclockwise in the Northern Hemisphere.  

They are classified as follows: 

 

Tropical Depression: a tropical cyclone with maximum sustained winds of 38 mph or less. 

Tropical Storm: a tropical cyclone with maximum sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph. 

Hurricane: a tropical cyclone with maximum sustained winds of 74 mph or higher.   

Major Hurricane: a tropical cyclone with maximum sustained winds of 111 mph or higher, 

corresponding to a Category 3,4, or 5 on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale. 

 

Hurricanes can produce extremely powerful winds, torrential rain, high waves, damaging storm 

surges, tornadoes, and even flash flooding.  Cyclones feed on heat released in the ocean when 

moist air rises.  When maximum sustained winds reach or exceed 39 miles per hour, the system 

is designated a tropical storm, given a name, and is closely monitored by the National Hurricane 

Center.  When sustained winds reach or exceed 74 miles per hour the storm is deemed a 

hurricane.  Once cyclones move over land they begin to lose their strength.  Coastal areas are 

most vulnerable to the impacts of cyclones, but their wrath can be felt well inland depending 

upon the size and strength of the storm.  Hurricane season in the Atlantic begins June 1st and 

ends November 30th.   

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
Copiah County, located just over 150 miles north of Mississippiõs Gulf Coast, is not vulnerable to 

a direct impact of tropical storms; however, all of Copiah County is susceptible to the impacts of 

Hurricanes and other tropical storms as they come ashore the Gulf Coast and move inland.  

Copiah County is most susceptible to the spinoff effects of hurricanes such as possible tornadoes 

and heavy downpours, which can result in local flooding.  In addition, strong winds can damage 

roof tops, vinyl siding, and unsecured items outside, as well as down trees and power lines. 
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The strength and magnitude of a hurricane is measured using the Saffir-Simpson Wind Scale.  The 

scale uses a 1 to 5 categorization distinguished by the intensities of a stormõs sustained winds.  

Table 4.21 explains the various categories associated with the Saffir-Simpson Scale and the type 

of damage associated with each rising category.   

Table 4.21 Saffir-Simpson Wind Scale 

Category 
Wind Speed 

(mph) 
Summary Types of Damage 

One 74-95 

Dangerous winds 

will produce 

some damage 

Well-constructed frame homes could have damage to roof, 

shingles, vinyl siding and gutters.  Large branches of trees will 

snap and shallowly rooted trees may be toppled.  Extensive 

damage to power lines and poles likely will result in power 

outages that could last a few to several days. 

Two 96-110 

Extremely 

dangerous winds 

will cause 

extensive damage 

Well-constructed frame homes could sustain major roof and 

siding damage.  Many shallowly rooted trees will be snapped 

or uprooted and block numerous roads.  Near-total power 

loss is expected with outages that could last from several 

days to weeks. 

Three 111-129 
Devastating 

damage will occur 

Well-built framed homes may incur major damage or removal 

of roof decking and gable ends.  Many trees will be snapped 

or uprooted, blocking numerous roads.  Electricity and water 

will be unavailable for several days to weeks after the storm 

passes. 

Four 130-156 
Catastrophic 

damage will occur 

Well-built framed homes can sustain severe damage with loss 

of most of the roof structure and/or some exterior walls.  

Most trees will be snapped or uprooted and power poles 

downed.  Fallen trees and power poles will isolate residential 

areas.  Power outages will last weeks to possible months.  

Most of the area will be uninhabitable for weeks or months. 

Five 
157 or 

higher 

Catastrophic 

damage will occur 

A high percentage of framed homes will be destroyed, with 

total roof failure and wall collapse.  Fallen trees and power 

poles will isolate residential areas.  Power outages will last for 

weeks to possibly months.  Most of the area will be 

uninhabitable for weeks or months. 

Source:  National Hurricane Center 

 

ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
Over the years, Mississippi has seen the wrath of many hurricanes most notably Hurricane 

Camille in 1969 and Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  Hurricane Camille produced winds in excess of 

200 mph and tides over 20 feet as it smashed into the Gulf Coast.  At least 250 lives were lost, 

with another 100 missing.  Some 5,000 homes were totally destroyed and 40,000 were heavily 
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ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
Future tropical related storms are unavoidable in Mississippi due to its geographical location.  

Forecasters with NOAAõs Climate Prediction Center release an annual hurricane season outlook, 

which predicts tropical storm activity, in May.  The 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook 

predicted a 10% chance of a below-normal season, a 30% chance of a near-normal season and a 

60% chance of an above-normal season.   
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
A wildfire is an uncontrolled fire burning in an area of vegetative fuels such as grasslands, brush, 

or woodlands.  Other names such as brush fire or forest fire may be used to describe a wildfire 

depending on the type of vegetation being burned.  Heavier fuels with high continuity, steep 

slopes, high temperatures, low humidity, low rainfall, and high winds all work to increase the 

frequency and severity of wildfire for people and property located within wildfire hazard areas, 

and particularly for those in rural areas with limited capabilities for rapid fire suppression.  When 

not quickly detected and contained, wildfires have the potential to cause extensive damage to 

property and threaten human life. 

 

A wildfire can occur naturally such as a spark from lightning igniting a fire or as a result of human 

actions.  However, the vast majority of wildfires across the United States are started as a result 

of human actions such as improperly discarding cigarettes, burning debris, or not extinguishing 

campfires.  According to the Mississippi Forestry Commission (MFC) for fiscal year 2023, MFC 

suppressed 1,070 wildfires, which burned 19,803 acres across Mississippi.  The average wildfire 

size was 19 acres. 

 

xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
According to the Copiah County Community Wildfire Protection Plan by the MS Forestry 

Commission, the area of forestland in Copiah County totaled 427,800 acres.  The Copiah County 

CWPP inventory reports over 40% of the forested lands are pine and 47% of the lands are 

hardwood.  The magnitude of wildfire events is often characterized by their speed of propagation, 

total number of acres burned, and potential destructive impacts to people and property.  The 

magnitude and severity of wildfires is greatly dependent on weather; fuel conditions; topography; 

and existing fire detection, control and suppression capabilities.   

 

ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
Map 4.13 depicts each recorded fire by the Mississippi Forestry Commission for 2013 through 

2023 for Copiah County, color coded by fiscal year.  The data in this plan is limited only to fire 

data collected by the MFC and does not contain response data from local fire departments.   
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The data collected by the MFC illustrates that 219 fires occurred over the 10-year period, with 

debris burning and undetermined cause being the main fire causes.  There were 68 in 2015, the 

highest year of fire occurrence, and 2018 had the fewest fires with only 5 reported.   

Table 4.23 Reported Wildfire Occurrences 201 3 ð 2022 

County  Number of Fires  Total Acres Burned  

Average Fire Size 

(Acres)  

Copiah County 219 3,466 15.83 

Source: Mississippi Forestry Commission 
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ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
 

Due to the annual occurrence of wildfires, they will 

continue to be a highly likely occurrence in Copiah 

County, meaning multiple annual occurrences are 

expected.  Furthermore, wildfires are a natural part of 

the ecosystem, and future fires in Copiah County are 

unavailable.  However, through outreach and education 

programs the number of manmade wildfires can be 

significantly reduced.  To determine possible locations of 

future wildfires, Map 4.14 was created.  
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?ĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰШ 
Typically, a winter storm in the south lasts several days and is accompanied by any combination 

of freezing rain, sleet, light snow, dangerously cold temperatures, and/or high winds.   

 

Snow Sleet  Freezing Rain  
Occurs when cloud 

temperature is cold enough 

for snow to form and the air 

above the ground does not 

melt it. 

 

Flurries:  Light snow falling 

for short durations.  No 

accumulation. 

 

Showers:   Snow falling at 

varying intensities for brief 

periods of time.  Some 

accumulation is possible. 

 

Blowing Snow:   Wind 

driven snow that reduces 

visibility and causes significant 

drifting.  Blowing snow is 

mostly loose snow on the 

ground that is picked up by 

the wind. 
 

Blizzard:   Winds at least 35 

mph with snow and blowing 

snow reducing visibility to ¼ 

mile or less. 

Rain drops that freeze into ice 

pellets before reaching the 

ground.  Sleet usually bounces 

when hitting a surface and does 

not stick to objects.  However, it 

can accumulate like snow and 

cause a hazard to motorist.  A ½ 

inch of sleet accumulation can be a 

serious hazard. 

Rain that falls onto a surface 

with a temperature below 

freezing.  This causes it to freeze 

to surfaces, such as trees, cars, 

and roads, forming a coating or 

glaze of ice.  Even small 

accumulations of ice can cause a 

significant hazard. 
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xŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШEǂƣĲŰƣШ 
All of Copiah County is susceptible to the 

occurrence of winter storms.  According to the 

State of Mississippi Standard Hazard Mitigation Plan, 

an ice storm, heavy snow, or winter storm event is 

more likely to occur in areas north of Interstate 20, 

but occur throughout Central Mississippi on 

occasion. 

 

The National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) utilizes 

the Regional Snowfall Index (RSI) to rank the impacts 

of snowstorms from 1 to 5, similar to the Fajita scale for tornadoes or the Saffir-Simpson scale 

for hurricanes.  RSI is based on spatial extent of the storm, the amount of snowfall, and the 

juxtaposition of these elements with population.  The RSI includes a separate index for each of 

²Lb¢9w {¢hwa I!½!w5{ 
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the six NCDC climate regions in the eastern two-thirds of the nation.  Mississippi falls in the 

NCDC South region.  The societal impacts from the same amount of snowfall in the Northeast 

region is very different from the societal impacts in the Southeast region.  The Northeast is more 

resilient to snowstorms, having more snow removal equipment and people with more experience 

driving in snowstorms, while a small storm may create significant impacts in the South.  Therefore, 

it is important to place snow storms into perspective on a regional scale to understand their true 

impacts.  This is because The regional snowfall thresholds for the south are 2ó, 5ó, 10ó, and 15ó 

while thresholds for the Upper Midwest region are 3ó, 7ó, 14ó and 21ó.   Table 4.24 list the 

regional snowfall thresholds for all NCDC regions.   

 

Table 4.24 Regional Snowfall Index Thresholds  

Northeast  

Northern 

Rockies and 

Plains Ohio Valley  Southeast  South  

Upper 

Midwest  

ҔҐпέ ҔҐоέ ҔҐоέ ҔҐнέ ҔҐнέ ҔҐоέ 

ҔҐмлέ ҔҐтέ ҔҐсέ ҔҐрέ ҔҐрέ ҔҐтέ 

ҔҐнлέ ҔҐмпέ ҔҐмнέ ҔҐмлέ ҔҐмлέ ҔҐмпέ 

ҔҐолέ ҔҐнмέ ҔҐмуέ ҔҐмрέ ҔҐмрέ ҔҐнмέ 
Source:  National Climatic Data Center 

 

RSI is reported as both a raw index value and a categorical value from 1 through 5.  The raw 

index value can range from 0.01 to 35.00.  These values are converted to categories, which are 

detailed in Table 4.25.  Nationally, a Category 5 snowstorm is a very rare event while Category 

1 snowstorms are quite typical. 

 

Table 4.25 Regional Snowfall Index  

Category  RSI Value Description  

5 >18 Extreme 

4 10-18 Crippling 

3 6-10 Major 

2 3-6 Significant 

1 1-3 Notable 
Source:  National Climatic Data Center 
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ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲƚ 
Table 4.26 lists historical winter weather activity that has occurred in Copiah County since 

January 2016.  Geographic or jurisdictional specific data is not available below the county level.  

Therefore, the data presented below is for Copiah County, which also includes the Towns of 

Georgetown and Wesson.   

 

Table 4.26 Historical Winter Weather Activity January 2016 ð 

December  2025 

     Damage  

Event  Date  Magnitude  Death  Injuries  Property  Crop  

Ice Storm 02/17/2021 0.3-0.4 inches 0 0 100.00K 0.00K 

Winter Storm 

02/15/2021 

1.5 inches sleet & 

0.1-0.3 inches ice 0 0 75.00K 0.00K 

Winter Weather 02/14/2021 Up to 0.3 inches sleet 0 0 10.00K 0.00K 

Heavy Snow 1/10/2021 2-3 inches 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Winter Weather 01/16/2018 Up to 0.7 inches 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Heavy Snow 12/07/2017 4ó to 6ó snowfall 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

Sleet 01/06/2017 Ĳó accumulation 0 0 50.00K 0.00K 
Source:  NOAA Storm Event Database 

 

All previous occurrence data is as reported in the NOAA Storm Event database.  Additional 

events or damage may have occurred but is not report within the NOAA system. 

 

ÂƖŸĤċĤŔũŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ§ĦĦƨƖƖĲŰĦĲ 
Winter weather events will continue to be a likely occurrence within Copiah County meaning at 

least one annual occurrence of light sleet, flurries, and/or snow accumulation is expected annually.  

According to the National Climatic Data Center, a snowfall greater than one inch occurs every 

2 Ĳ years in Central Mississippi, heavy snowfall (three inches or greater) occurs once every four 

years, and the longest period between one inch snow fall has been seven years. 
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~ċŰр~ċĬĲШŸƖШÂƨĤũŔĦШcĲċũƣőШcċǍċƖĬШÂƖŸǯũĲƚШ 
Although mitigation planning traditionally focuses on planning for and mitigating against natural 

hazards, federal and state officials encourage communities to take an all-hazard approach by 

looking at the impact of both man-made and natural hazards.  Therefore, Copiah County has 

elected to include three human-caused hazard and one public health hazard profiles in the 

development of this Hazard Mitigation Plan.  However, at this time these three (3) human-caused 

hazards will not be analyzed in great length.  Rather a brief explanation of why they pose a risk 

will be provided.   

 

1.  ƨĦũĲċƖШÂŸƽĲƖШÂũċŰƣƚ: According to MEMA, there are two (2) commercial nuclear 

power plants, which may affect the health, safety and property of Mississippi residents.  

The first facility, River Bend Station, is located outside of Mississippi near St. Francisville, 

Louisiana approximately seventeen (17) miles south of Wilkinson County, and is a concern 

for South-West Mississippi.  The second facility, Grand Gulf Nuclear Station is located 

approximately five (5) miles northwest of Port Gibson in Claiborne County, and is a 

concern for Central Mississippi.   
 

Grand Gulf is the only nuclear power plant in Mississippi.  In 2012, Grand Gulf completed 

a power upgrade that made the facility the largest single-unit nuclear power plant in the 

country and the fifth largest in the world.  The facility operates a boiling water reactor 

with output to 1,443 megawatts.  Mississippi maintains a Radiological Emergency Response 

Plan to prepare for radiological emergencies.  The plan includes a Plume Exposure 

Pathway Zone (EPZ) with a 10-miles radius from the reactor, where the primary concern 

is people being harmed by direct radiation exposure.  The second zone, an Ingestion 

Exposure Pathway Zone (IEP) includes a 50-mile radius from the facility, and the primary 

concern for this area is contamination by radioactive material of the water supplies, food 

crops and livestock.  Copiah County is at risk for an ingestion from Grand Gulf Nuclear 

Station.   

 

The construction and operation of nuclear facilities are closely monitored and regulated 

by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC); however, accidents are still possible.  

According to FEMA, the primary concern following an incident or accident involving 

nuclear radiation is the extent of radiation inhalation and ingestion of radioactive isotopes, 

which can cause acute health effects (e.g. death, burns, and severe impairment), chronic 

health effects (e.g. cancer), and psychological effects.   
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2. cċǍċƖĬŸƨƚШ~ċƣĲƖŔċũШÑƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣШ ĦĦŔĬĲŰƣƚ: Hazardous materials are materials 

or substances which, because of their chemical, physical, or biological nature, pose a 

potential risk to life, health, property, or the environment if they are released.  In todayõs 

society, all modes of transportation including air, rail, water, and roadways carry 

thousands of shipments of hazardous materials on a daily basis.  Therefore, Copiah County 

is subject to hazardous material accidents on any of its modes of transportation.   
 

Major thoroughfares in Copiah County include:   

Interstates:  55 

Highways:  51, 28, 27, 18,  

Railways:  Canadian National/Illinois Central 

Waterways:  Pearl River 

 

Large-scale or serious hazardous material transportation incidents that involve a 

widespread release of harmful material can adversely impact the health, safety, and welfare 

of those in the immediate vicinity of the accident site, as well as those who come in 

contact with the spill or airborne plume.  Almost all hazardous material transportation 

incidents are the result of an accident or other human error.  Rarely are they caused by 

mechanical failure of the carrying vessel.  While it is unlikely that small accidents would 

significantly impact a region, certain accidents could have regional secondary impacts such 

as a large-scale evacuation or disruption of critical transportation routes.   

 

Copiah County has been fortunate to not experience a major hazardous material 

transportation incident in recent history.  However, numerous minor incidents have 

occurred, but none that resulted in multiple deaths or injuries.   

3. ÉċŰĬШ ċŰĬШ ]ƖċƻĲũШ ~ŔŰĲШ 9ŸũũċƓƚĲ: According to Mississippi Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ), Copiah County is home to nearly 125 permitted surface 

mine operations as of 2019, with the majority of these being sand and gravel mines.  Mining 

operations are regulated and permitted through MDEQ on a state level and by the United 

Statesõ Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA).  Sand and gravel mines are open-

pit mines that are generally located within a river valley where the water table is high.  As 

a result of the water table and material excavation, these pits fill with water to create 

ponds or lakes.  Topsoil material is first removed from the mine, then excavators and haul 

trucks remove the materials from the mine pit.  The material is hauled to a plant typically 

located within the mine property for processing before it is sold.  Much of the aggregate 

mined in Copiah County is used construction materials.  Failures, or collapses, at such 

mines are significant hazards that require very deliberate response and recovery efforts.  

Major incidents are rare while minor incidents are more common; however, major 

incidents are most likely to result in severe injury or fatality. 
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In 2016, the east wall of the Johnson Pit within the Harmony Mine & Mill in Copiah County 

failed and inundated the pit with liquified slurry, engulfing two miners.  MSHA Technical 

Support and enforcement personnel were sent to oversee and direct the recovery efforts; 

however, local first responders were also involved in the recovery efforts.     

 

 

4. ÂƨĤũŔĦШcĲċũƣőШEůĲƖŊĲŰĦǃШÂƖŸǯũĲ:  According to the World Health 

Organization, a Public Health Emergency (hereafter referred to as a PHE) is defined as:  

 

an occurrence or imminent threat of an illness or health condition, caused 

by bio terrorism, epidemic or pandemic disease, or (a) novel and highly 

fatal infectious agent or biological toxin, that poses a substantial risk of a 

significant number of human facilities or incidents or permanent or long-

term disability 

The declaration of a state of a PHE permits the governor to suspend state regulations, 

change the functions of state agencies. In the event of a PHE, local governments will be 

required to balance a diverse set of roles in both response and consistent collaboration 

with State and Federal public health agencies. 
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9§éf?рΝΦ 

 

On March 11, 2020, the Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH) confirmed the 

first presumptive case of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in the state of Mississippi. 

This was followed by a State of Emergency Declaration issued by Governor Tate Reeves 

on March 14, 2020.  

 

The Mississippi State Department of Health describes COVID-19 as òa new respiratory 

virus that causes flu-like illness ranging from mild to severe, with symptoms of fever, 

coughing, fatigue and difficulty breathing. Like the flu, COVID-19 spreads person-to-

person by close contact (within 6 feet) and by coughing or sneezing. COVID-19 may 

also spread by touching surfaces contaminated by the virusó.  

 

On April 1, 2020, Governor Tate Reeves signed Executive Order No. 1466, declaring 

that beginning at 5:00pm on April 3 through April 20 at 8:00am, all individuals currently 

living in the State of Mississippi were ordered to stay at home or in their place of 

residence unless otherwise exempted in the Executive Order. Testing sites were 

provided by local medical providers as well as drive thru testing in select areas. Home 

isolation became mandatory for those that have tested positive for the virus per a 

statewide order issued by State Health Officer Thomas Dobbs. Various Executive 

Orders from Governor Reeves instituted restrictions on public gatherings and events, 

limitations of customers for select businesses, mask mandates and other requirements 

throughout the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Statewide Data as of November 2020 
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9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШ ƚƚĲƣƚ 
 

Community assets are broadly described as anything that is important to the character and 

function of a community and generally include four categories:  people, economy, the built 

environment, and the natural environment.   Although all assets may be affected by hazards, some 

assets are more vulnerable because of their physical characteristics or socioeconomic uses.  To 

better understand what is at risk in the county to the hazards identified, Copiah County has 

identified Community Assets in this portion of the plan.   
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ÂĲŸƓũĲ 
Table 4.27 lists 2023 population numbers for each participating jurisdiction along with populations 

that may have unique vulnerabilities (elderly age 65 and over; youth under the age of 20; and 

population below the poverty level).   

 

Table 4.27  Copiah County Population  

Jurisdictions  

2023 U.S. Census American Community Survey  

Total 

Population  

Pop. 

65+ 

% Pop. 

65+ 

Pop. 

Under 

20 

% Pop. 

Under 

20 

Pop. Below 

Poverty 

Level  

% Below 

Poverty  

Georgetown 281 54 19.2% 61 21.7% 91 32.5% 

Wesson 2,346 239 10.2% 1,091 46.5% 631 26.9% 
        

Copiah County  27,994 5,184 18.5% 7,648 27.3% 6,438 23% 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau      

 

Additional sectors of the population with unique vulnerabilities include students and visiting 

populations associated with colleges and universities.  Populations with unique vulnerabilities may 

also include special needs populations such as hospital patients.  One (1) Community College and 

One (1) hospital is located in Copiah County.  

 

Table 4.28 Copiah County Colleges and Universities 

College/University Address City 
Fall 2025 

Enrollment 

Copiah-Lincoln Community College 1001 Copiah Lincoln Circle Wesson 3,018 

Hinds Community College 34175 MS 18 West Utica 1,534 

 

Table 4.29 Hospitals  

Facility  Location  # of Beds 

Copiah County Medical Center Hazlehurst 25 

Source:  MS Department of Health 2020 Annual Report 
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EĦŸŰŸůǃ 
After a disaster, economic resiliency drives recovery.  The loss or inoperability of major 

employers in Copiah County could severely hamper the countyõs ability to recover from a 

disaster.  Major employers identified by the Local Mitigation Council are listed in Table 4.30. 

 

Table 4.30 Major Employers  

Facility  Location  Estimated Employees  

Sanderson Farms Hazlehurst 480 

Copiah County Medical Center Hazlehurst 480 

Premier Transportation Gallman 375 

ABB/Kuhlman Electric Crystal Springs 340 

D.G. Foods Gallman 302 

L.C. Industries Hazlehurst 276 

West Lake Chemicals Hazlehurst 150 

Community Construction Inc. 

(CCI) 
Hazlehurst 150 

Sanderson Farms Hwy 51 Gallman 109 

Fab-Tek Gallman 58 

McNeely Plastics Gallman 30 

Steel Outdoors Wesson 15 

Source:  Local Mitigation Council 

 

 

  
















































































